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Is there cannot happen 4 
BY x (WY greater Diſtreſs, than a Ne- 
Mey Ccffity of appealing to Man- 
Find againſt Hardſhips im- 
osd by thoſe with whom a Man 
as livd in Friendſhip ; the Injury 
which I have receiv'd, great as it is, 
has nothing in it ſo painful, as that 
it comes from whence it does. When 
1 complain'd of it in a private 

„ A 3 Letter 
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Letter to the Chamberlain, he was 
pleaſed to ſend his Secretary to 
me, with a Meſſage to forbid me 
writing, ſpeaking, correſponding, or 
applying to him in any manner 
whatever. Since he has been pleaſed 
to ſend an Engliſh Gentleman a Baniſh- 
ment from his Perſon and Councils, in 
a Stile thus Royal, I doubt not but the 
Reader will juſtify me in the Method I 
take to explain this Matter to the Town. 
I am ſure there is no Man living more 
obſequious to his Friends than I am ; 
and I hope to ſhow my Enemies, all 
my Life, that I certainly have Courage 
enough to defend my ſelf againſt Wrongs, 
as well as to forgive them, according 
as the Circumſtances require one or the 
other, in the reſpective Characters of a 
Chriſtian, and an honeſt Man. 
My Lord Chamberlain has, contrary 
to Law and Juſtice, diſpoſſeſſed me of 
my Freehold in a manner as injurious 
to the King his Maſter, as to me his 
Fellow- Subject. But though I had a 
Right to diſpute even a legal Diſtur- 
bance of me in my Partners, Tenants, 
and Servants, as the whole Com- 
pany of Actors (in their different Qua- 
ities) are to me in the Eye of the 
| Law. 
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Law. I ſay, though I might very juſtly 
have inſiſted upon Privilege of Par- 
liament in the Caſe, I told my Lord, 
in my Letter to him, that I had not 
Confidence to urge, even againſt Op- 
preſſion from him, a Right which my 

Electors gave me, upon no other Mo- 
tive but their Knowledge of the kind 
Opinion he had of me at the time when 
they choſe me. No: I could not plead 
what I owed to his Favour againſt his 
Change of Mind, but have waited, 
as I promiſed, till he had cancelled 
his good Offices by Injuries, which I 
am to ſhow he has already done. In 
order to this, I muſt recite my Patent, 
as follows. 


; Go EORGE, by the Grace of God, 
c of Great Britain, France and Ire- 
© tand, King, Defender of the Faith, c. 
© To all to whom theſe Preſents ſhall 
© come, Greeting. We having inform'd 
© Ourſelves, ſince Our Acceſſon to Our 
© Crown, of the State of Our Theatre; 
and finding, to our Sorrow, that, thro” 

© the Neglect and ill Management there- 
of, the true and only End of its Inſti- 

< tution is greatly perverted ; and, = 
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© ſtead of exhibiting ſuch Repreſenta- 
© tions of Humane Life as may tend 


0 to the Encouragement and. Honour 
= © of Religion and Virtue, and Diſcoun- 
= s tenancing Vice, The Engliſh Stage 
# © hath been the Complaint of the So- 
[5 © ber, Intelligent and Religious Part of 
1 Our People; and, by indecent and im- 
0 © modeſt Expreſſions, by prophane Al- 
#1 © luſion to Holy Scripture, by abuſive 


and ſcurrilous Repreſentations of the 
© Clergy, and by the Succeſs and Ap- 
© plauſe beſtowed on Libertine Cha- 
© raQers, it hath given great and inſuf- 
* ferable Scandal to Religion and good 
© Manners. And, in the Repreſentations 
© of Civil Government, Care has not 
© been taken to create, in the Minds 
© of Our good Subjects, juſt and dutiful 
© Idea's of the Power and Authority of 
© Magiſtrates, as well as to preſerve a 
© due Senſe of the Rights of our Peo- 
© ple; and through many other Abuſes, 
© that, which under a wife Direction, 
© and due Regulation, would be uſeful 
| and honontable, has proved, and, if 
| © not reformed, will continue a Re- 
< proach to Government, and Diſho- 
Cc 
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nour to Religion. And it being Our 
I © pious Reſolution, which, with the 
3 Bleſſing 


< Bleſſing of Almighty Gad, We will 
< ſteadily purſue, through the whole 
© Courſe of Our Reign, not only by Our 
© own Example, but by all other Means 
< poſſible, to promote the Honour of 
Religion and Virtue; and, on every 
Occaſion, to encourage good Litera- 
ture, and to endeavour the Eſtabliſh- 
ment of good Manners and Diſcipline 
among all Our Loving Subjects, in all 
Stations and Ranks of Men whatſo- 
ever; theſe being, in Our Opinion, 
< the proper Means to render Our King- 
© doms happy and flouriſhing. We 
< having ſeriouſly revolved on the Pre- 
< miles, and being well ſatisfied of the 
< Ability, and good Diſpoſition of Our 
© Truſty and Well-beloved Richard 
© Steele Eſq; for the promoting theſe 
© Our Royal Purpoſes, not only from 
© his publick Services to Religion and 
© Virtue, but his fteady Adherence to 
< the true Intereſt of his Country. Know 
c ye, That We, out of Our eſpecial 
Grace, certain Knowledge, and meer 
Motion, and in Conlideration of the 
good and faithful Services, which the 
s ſaid Kichard Steele hath done Us, and 
F doth intend to do, for the future, 


t have Givey and Granted, and b 
Wo. | © theſe 
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© thefe Preſents, for Us and Our Heirs; 
© and Succeſſors, do Give and Grant 
© unto him the ſaid Richard Steele, his 
© Executors, Adminiſtrators, and Al- 
< ſigns, for and during the Term of his 
© Natural Life, and for and during the 
© full End and Term of Three Years, 


© to be computed next and immediately 


© after the Deceaſe of him the faid 
© Richard Steele, full Power, Licence, 


and Authority, to Gather together, 


© Form, Entertain, Govern, Privilege, 
© and Keep a Company of Comedians 


© for Our Service, to Exerciſe and Act 
© Tragedies, Plays, Opera's, and other 


© Performances of the Stage, within the 
< Houſe in Drury-lane, wherein the ſame 


© are now exerciſed, by Vertue of a 


© Licence Granted by Us to him the 
© ſaid Richard Steele, Robert Wilks, Colley 


© Cibber, Thomas Dogget, and Barton 


© Booth, or within any other Houſe 


© built, or to be built, where he or 


© they can beſt be fitted for that Pur- 


© poſe, within Our Cities of London 


© and Weſtminſter, or the Suburbs there- 
© of; ſuch Houſe or Houſes ſo to be 
© 'built (if Occaſion ſhall require) to 
© be Aſſigned, Allotted out by the 
© Surveyor of Our Works for a Theatre 
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or Playhouſe, with neceſſary Tirins 
and Retiring Rooms, and other Places 
convenient, of ſuch Extent and Di- 
mention, as the {aid Richard Steele, his 
Executors, Adminiſtrators or Aſſigns, 
ſhall think fitting ; wherein Trage- 
dies, Comedies, Plays, Opera's, Mu- 


ſick-Scenes, and all other Entertain- 


ments of the Stage whatſoever, may 
be ſhewed and preſented. Which 
ſaid Company ſhall be Our Servants, 
and be ſtiled The Royal Company of 
Comedians, and ſhall conſiſt of ſuch 
Numbers as the ſaid Richard Steele, 
his Executors, Adminiſtrators, or Aſ- 
ſigns, ſhall from Time to Time think 
meet. And we do hereby, for Us, 
Our Heirs and Succeſſors, Grant unto 
the ſaid NMchard Steele, his Executors, 
Adminiſtrators or Aſſigns, full Power, 


Licence, and Authority to Permit 


ſuch Perſons, at and during the Plea- 
ſure of the ſaid Richard Steele, his 
Executors, Adminiſtrators or Aſſigns, 
from Time to Time, to act Plays and 


Entertainments of the Stage of all 


ſorts, peaceably and quietly, without 


the Inipcachment or Impediment of 


any Perſon or Perſons whatſoever, for 


the honeſt Recreation of ſuch as ſhall 
FM B © delire 
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ER. 
deſire to fee the ſame ; nevertheleſs 


under the Regulations herein after- 
mention'd, and ſuch other as the ſaid 


 Kichard Stele, from Time to Time, 


in his Direction, ſhall find reaſonable 
and neceſlary for Our Service. And 
We do for Ourſelves, Our Heirs and 
Succeſſors, further Grant to him the 


ſaid Richard Steele, his Executors, Ad- 


miniſtrators and Aſſigns, as aforeſaid, 
That it ſhall and may be lawful, to 
and for the ſaid Richard Steele, his 
Executors, Adminiſtrators and Aſ- 
ſigus, to Take and Receive of ſuch Our 
Subjects as ſhall reſort to ſee or hear 
any ſuch Plays, Scenes and Entertain- 
ments whatſoever, ſuch Sum or Sums 
of Money, as either have accuſtom- 
ably been given and taken in the 
like kind, or as ſhall be thought rea- 
ſonable by him or them, in regard of 
the great Expences of Scenes, Muſick, 
and ſuch new Decorations as have not 
been formerly uſed. And further, 


for Us, Our Heirs, and Succeſſors, 


We do hereby Give and Grant unto 


the ſaid hichard Steele, his Executors, 


Adminiſtrators and Aſſigns, full Power 


to make ſuch Allowances out of that 
which he ſhall fo receiye by the Act- 
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ing of Plays and Entertainments of 


* the Stage, as aforeſaid, to the Actors, 
and other Perſons employed in Acting, 


Repreſenting, or in any Quality what- 
ſoever, about the ſaid Theatre, as he 
or they ſhall think fit. And, that 
the ſaid Company ſhall be under the 
ſole Government and Authority of 
the ſaid Richard Steele, his Executors, 
Adminiſtrators, or Aſſigns: And all 


ſcandalous and mutinous Perſons ſhall, 


from time to time, by himand them'be 
Ejected and Diſabled from Playing in 
the ſaid Theatre. And for the better 
attaining Our Royal Purpoſes in this 
Behalf, We have thought fit hereby to 
declare, that henceforth no Repre- 
ſentations be admitted on the Stage 
by Vertue, or under Colour, of theſe 


Our Letters Patents, whereby the 


Chriſtian Religion in general, or the 


Church of England may, in any man- 


ner, ſuffer Reproach, ſtrictly inhibit- 

ing every Degree of Abuſe, or Miire- 
preſentation of ſacred Characters, 
tending to expoſe Religion itſelt, and 
to bring it into Contempt ; and that 
no ſuch Character be otherwiſe intro- 
duced, or placed in other Light, than 
ſuch as may enhance the juſt Eſteem 
B 2 Jof 
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of thoſe who truly anſwer the End of 


their ſacred Function. We further 


enjoin the ſtricteſt Regard to ſuch 
Repreſentations, as any way concern 


Civil Policy, or the Conſtitution of 


Our Government, that theſe may 
contribute to the Support of Our 
ſacred Authority, and the Preſerva- 
tion of Order and good Government. 
And it being Our Royal Deſire, that, 


for the future, Our Theatre may be 


Inſtrumental to the Promotion of Vir- 
tue, and inſtructive to humane Life, 
We do hereby Command and Enjoin, 
That no New Play, or any Old or 
Revived Play be Acted under the Au- 
thority hereby Granted, containing 
any Paſſages or Expreſſions offenſive 
ro Piety and good Manners, until the 
ſame be Corrected and Purged by the 
ſaid Governor from all ſuch offenſive 
and ſcandalous Paſſages and Expreſ- 
ſions. And theſe Our Letters Patents, 


or the Inrollment thereof, ſhall be, 


in all Things, good and effectual 
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in the Lad, according to the true In- 


tent and Meaning of the Hannes any 


Thing in thele Preſents contained, 
or any Law, Statute, Act, Ordinance, 
Proclamation, Proviſion, or Reſtric- 

tion, 


EE. 14 
© tion, or any other Matter, Cauſe, or 
Thing whatſoever to the contrary, in 
© any wiſe notwithſtanding. In Wit- 
© neſs whereo', We have cauſed Theſe 
Our Letters to be made Patents. 


 . Witneſs Our Self at Weſtminſter, the 

. Nineteentb Day of January in the 
Fut Year of Our Reign. 
VI Writ of Privy Seal. 


When Mr. Seele was diſpatch'd by 
the then Solicitor-General Mr. Lech- 
mere, the Learned Gentleman uſed this 
Expreſſion: Sir, the King has here given 
you a Free-Hold ; and if from it you can 
prove you receive Six Hundred Pounds a 
Tear, you are qualified to be Knight of 
any Sire in England. When this Pa- 
tent was paſſing, the Patentee was in- 
form'd, that this Grant would be an 
Infringement upon thoſe under which 
Mr. KRich claimed. Upon which, in 
Juſtice to His Majeſty, and Abhorrence | 
of encroaching upon other Men; the 
Patentee went to the Secretary's Office, 
and obtain'd' the Reference, before ad- 
fe. e dreſs d 


(83) 
dreſs'd to the Attorney, or Solicitor- Ge- 
neral, ſhould be directed to the Attor- 
ney ant! Solicitor-General, In this he 
__ aGRed with his known Zeal for His 
Majeſty's Honour and Service, which 
would not admit him to deſue any 
Favour to the Injury of any other of 
His Subjects. The Terms of this Pa- 
tent were ſettled by the joint Conſent 
of Sir Edward. Northey and Mr. Lech- 
mere, Names illuſtrious in the Law, 
and no way inclin'd, or capable of be- 
ing awed into a Concurrence from De- 
ference to each others Opinion. They 
agreed the King could grant this, and 
1 ſhall take care to aſſert my Right to 
what he has graſted. The Patentee 
carried his Self-denial ſtill further; and 
though he could have had this Patent, 
as well as Sir Pilliam Davenant and 
Mr. Killigrem had before him, to him- 
{ſelf and his Heirs for ever, he asked it 
but for his Life, and three Years after 
his Death; which three Years he thought 
neceſſary to be in his Executors, to make 
an End of any Account between his Fa- 
mily and the Theatre upon his Death. 
The Patent itſelf, as to the Powers in 

it, is exactly the ſame with thoſe ethers 
_ - formerly granted, and no way eppoles 
Va or 


(15) 


or impairs any Authority of a Chambers 
lain, any more than thoſe did : Neither is 
there any the leaſt Pretenſion, or Colour 
of Pretenſion, for diſputing this Autho- 
rity, without thoſe who diſpute it will 
aſſert, that King George is not, to 
all Intents and Purpoſes, as much 
King of England as King Charles the 
Second. But however other Men, for 
their own Humour, or Vanity, attempt 
to diminiſh, fruſtrate, or invade this 
Act of their Maſter, I will, to their 
Teeth, defend it; and make them un- 
derſtand, that there are Men who are 
not to be teiz'd, vex'd, worried, calum- 

niated, or Brow-beaten out of the Laws 
of England. 

But ſome have been pleas'd to ſay, in 
common Converſation, that Actors, as 
ſuch, are not within the Rules of the 
reſt of the World; as if they were 
among Men, like the Feræ Natura 
among Animals; and that it is againſt 
our Laws to tolerate the Profeſſion in 
itſelf. If this were ſo, they would 
(except within the Verge of the Court) 
be no more under a legal Diſpenſation 
or Conſtitution, when directed by the 
Lord-Chamberlain, than they would 
when governed by any other Man; and, 
Does ergo Raw ws by 


by the way, he has not taken this 
Power to deſtroy it as unwarrantable, 
but to exerciſe it, be it what it will, 
himſelf. This Matter will appear as it 
ought to. do, by the Opinions of Pen- 
berton, Northey, and Parker, who have 
been conſulted by the Succeſſors of 
Davenant and Killigrew. I ſhall give 
them in the Order I have named 
them, and as the Queſtions were ſtated 
to thoſe great Men. = 


Duere 1. Whether the Grant of a 
Power to A. B. his Heir-and Aſſigns, 
by the Letters Patents, to erect a Thea- 
F tre, and to act Plays, (5c. be a good 
© Grant in Fee, and Aſfi,jnabie, or ſhall 
5 determine wita King Charles the Se- 
2 cond', Death? | | . 
Quere. About the Words, To be 
5 Servants to the King and Queen, and 
? to be Servants to the Duke of Torx? 


1. 1 do not ſee, that to act Plays, 
or Interludes, or Opera's, is unlawful in it 
ſelf, either by the Common Lato, or by any 
Statute. It's true, to wand. about from 
Country. to Country, as Stage-Flayers, is 
Jorbid by 39 El. c. 4. But not the act- 
ing of Plays, &c. which may be uſed (for 
eught I ſee) as an innocent Recreation. 
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(47) 
2. I think the King's Patent may be 
available, to give the better Countenance 
10 the Entertainments „ and ſo may be 


12 75 er'd from Anceſior to Her, or Aſ- 


ſign that Purpoſe. 
or that Purpoſe, to give a Coun- 
* or Reputation to theſe Play-houſes, 
T think it may be effeftual, after the Death 
7 King Charles II. and that Operation 
think did not dhe. 


Quere 2. Whether the King s Agree- 
© ment, that n 8 any ſhall be per- 
© mitted in Lon eſtminſter, or the 
© Suburbs, ſhall ea all others from 

acting within Hat Circuit, unleſs au- 
< thorized under the Letters Patents © 


Taking this to be an Imployment per- 
mitted, or not prohibited by Lad, (as 
1 rake this to be) I do not think the King' s 
Conceſſion in his Letters Patents, that no 
one ſhall be permitted to act Stage Plays, 
or Interludes, &c. in London, or Weſt- 
minſter, will be effectual to hinder others 
from acting there, However, I think, 
ſuch a Prohibition will laſt no longer than 
the Ring who grants it lives. 


C Quere 3, 
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55 Quere 3. Whether the Lord Cham- 


© berlain, as ſuch, or any other except the 


© King, can Grant a Licence to Actors, 
© in regard it is not (as fuppos'd)a Lawful 
© Calling, but only for the King's Plea- 
© fare * The Lord-Chamberlain hath 
lately ſworn ſeveral Actors to be the 
© King's Servants, to ſave them from be- 
ing moleſted? | | 


If the acting of Plays were unlawful 
in its Nature, and Malum in ſe, (which 
J do not take it to bY I do not ſee 
how the Lord- Chamberlain, or any other 
Officer, or the King hingſelf, could give a 
Licence to any to act Plays, &c. But ta- 
king the Imployment not to be unlawful 
in itſelf, I concerve the Lo d- Chamberlain, 
or Maſter of the Revels (with the King's 
„ grogred, may authorize any Perſons to 
act, or forbid and hinder them from acting 
in any of the King's Houſes or Palaces. 
And their Grants to any to act in other 
Places may be us'd to countenance or give 
a Popular Reputation to the Comedies cr 
Plays that they act. But I know of no 
other Effect that they can have.” And I 
concerve they cannot prohibit any to act in 
any Place out of the King's "RON ſo 


cm) - 
long as they behave then elves modeſti 
and decenth. | . 8 


A. 


Sir Edward Northey i is chu and 
delivers his Opinion as follows: 


=, Whether the Grants by Letters 
Patents from King Charles the 2d to 
Sir William Davenant, his Heirs and 
Aſſigns, to purchaſe Lands, and to 
bduild a Theatre thereon to act Plays, 

be not a good Grant in Fee, and 
< aſſignable ? Or whether the fame be 
£ determinable upon the Death of 
King Charles II. they having laid out 
to * Value of — in purchaſing 
Land, and building Theatres, and o- 
© ther neceſſary Buildings and Decora- 
c * tions, for the more commodious Re- 
© preſentation of Opera's and other 
Plays ud Virtue 5 the Letters Pa- 
4 tents e | 


. 2 Opinion, the PF 1. 
Tents were. a good Licence. 7 Sr Wil- 
liam Davenant, his Heirs and Aſſigns, to 
build a Theatre, aud therein to cauſe Plays 
# 0 acled; and | i hy bis Heirs or Aſ- 


2 Hu 5 


T . {£8} + 
figns, do not abuſe ſuch Licence, they may 
continue the Plays, notwithſtanding the 
Death of King Charles II. 


24th Feb. EDWARD NORTHEY. 


1 1702-3. 

y | I ſhall conclude my Authorities by 

1 the Opinion of Sir Thomas Parker, 

1 now Lord High Chancellor of Great 
| Britam. N 


Orzcre, © Whether the Grant by Let- 
| | | ters Pattents from King Charles II. to 
5 Sir William Dawenant, his Heirs and 
F Aſſigns, to Purchaſe Lands, and to 
| © build a Theatre thereon to act Plays, 
© &5c. and a like Grant to Tho. Killi- 
< grew, Eſq; to build another Theatre, 
© (5c. be not good Grants in Fee, and 
Aſſignable? Or whether the ſame be 
. not determinable upon the Death of 
1 _ © King Charles II. They having laid out 
to the Value of Sooo l. in Purchafing 
Lands, and Building two Theatres, 
© and other neceſſary Buildings, Scenes 
and Decorations: for the more com- 
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© Stage, under the Authority of the 


© ſaid Patents e „ 


Anſw. The Letters Patents are both 
expreſs, T hat the King Grants for him, 
his Heirs and Succeſſors; and I think 
the Aſſigns of Sir William Davenant 
and Mr. Killigrew, and their Heirs, may 
ſtill continue their Plays, and T heatrical 


Entertainments in the Houſe built under 
the Authority of thoſe Letters Patents, 
as well as Sir William Davenant and 


Mr. Killigrew themſelves could have done 
if they were now alive, or as they could 
do in the Life-time of King Charles II. 
who made thoſe Grants. 1 8 


Nov. 10. THO. PARKER 


Hence it appears, that the Authority 
of Licencing Players in this manner, is 
juſt, and well ſupported from the Rea- 
ſon of the Thing itſelf, and this: Autho- 
rity is given to Mr. Steele, in no other 
manner, than it was before given, and 


differs only in Circumſtances, that plead 
for Steele. The Grant to Steele for Life, 


and three Vears after, is given upon ſtrong- 
er Motives, than thoſe alledged for grant- 
ing to Davenant and Killigrem for ever: 

£5 K. Charles's 


Cons 
K. Charler's Grants were Acts of meer Fa- 
vour and Motion; that of King George, 
for worthy Services expreſly recited, 
and has a Merit above them (I mean 
only as to the Force of the Patents, not 
the Characters of the Patentees) as 
much, as voluntary Acts are more va- 
lid in Law, than thoſe given for va- 
luable Conſiderations ; This is the Ti- 
tle by which Sir Richard Steele is Go- 
vernor of the Royal Company of Co- 
medians. We are now to conſider the 
manner of his being deprived of that 
Right. 5 
The Reader will obſerve, that my 
Patent deſcribes very largely the Uſes 
and Purpoſes of it, as well as the Li- 
mitations, and Reſtrictions under which 
it ought to be enjoy d; and there is no 
Power which car make it void or 
.ought to fruſtrate it, except the Pa- 
tantee, or his Aſſigns, ſhall be prov' d 
to tranſgreſs, or go beyond the Li- 
mits preſcrib'd ; in ſuch Caſe, there is 
2 plain Method of bringing the Offen- 
ders before Courts of Juſtice, and the 
Patentee, or thoſe claiming under him, 
are there to ſtand upon the Deſenſive; 
But 1 have been deprived of my Pro- 
; perty by Violence, under the Come: 
n > 
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of Craft, but that Violence has been 
as open, and that Craft as ſhallow and 
as little diſguis'd, as follows: With- 
out any Cauſe aſſign'd, or Preface de- 
claring by what Authority, a noble Lord 
ſends a Meſſige, directed to Sir Richard 
Steele, Mr. Wilks, and Mr. Booth, to 
diſmiſs Mr. Cibber, who for ſome time 
ſubmitted to a Diſability of appearing 
on the Stage, during the Pleaſure of 
one that had nothing to do with it. 
When this lawleſs Will and Pleaſure 
was chang'd, a very frank Declaration 
was made, that, all the Mortification 
put upon Mr. Cibber, was intended only 
as a remote beginning of Evils, which 
were to affect the Patentee, with ſome 
broad Intimations, that the Force of the 
Patent itfelf ſhould very ſoon be made 
ineffectual by a Sign Manual: Under an 
Amazement at this audacious Proceed- 
ing againſt the Validity of a Patent from 
the King on the Throne, and raking my 
ſelf as a Parliamentary Commiſſioner, 
to be of Quality to write to Miniſters 
of State, eſpecially when it was only to 
implore their Aſſiſtance and Protection, 
in order to avert this intended Outrage 
upon the King's Authority, and the 
Subjects Property, I writ to two great 
ED Miniſters 
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Miniſters to that Purpoſe. But fo great 
is the Rage conceiv'd againſt me, that 
the Conſideration that the Dignity of 
the King is offended in his Grant, could 
not protect me, from being ruin'd againſt 
his Laws, or procure the leaſt notice of 
my Remonſtrance. However, on Fri- 
day, Jan. 22. I preſented , in the Pre- 
ſence of my Lord-Chamberlain , the 
following Petition to the King. 


Moſt Excellent Majeſty. 
The Humble Petition of Sir Ricuand 


STEELE, 


: Shewerh, 
T* AT Your P eiitioney is poſſeſſed, 


by Letters 2 of the ſole Go- 
Vernment and Authority of keeping a Com- 
pany. of Comedians, under the Title of The 
Royal Company of Comedians. 


THAT the Lord-Chamberlam of Your” 
Majeſty's Houſhold has, by a written Or- 
47 mntimidated a print al Comedian from 
Acting; and, by om Aer entourage * 
other Attors to diſturb Tbur Petitioner's g 
ſaid Government, to the great Prejullice 
of his Fortune au Propert . 


THA 7 Vi Petitioner is on : 
threatcn'd" with an extraordinary Uſe of 


Nur Myjeſty' 2 Pocher, to the Diſappoint- 
D ment 


2. 
ment and fruſtrating his ſaid Aut ho- 
rity. " SH LL OS 


THAT Dur Petitioner humbly con- 
cerves, that he has fully anſwered all the 
Deſigns of Your Majeſty's Grant, to the 

great Improvement of the Theatre, - 


Your Petitioner therefore moſt hum 
bly prays he may not be any way 
2 but by due Courſe of 


And Your Petitioner ſhall ever 
Pray, &c. . 


It was my ill Fate to find no other 
Effect of this Petition, but the following 
Order the next Day. 


© Whereas by Our Royal Licence, 
© bearing Date the 18th Day of October, 
© 1714, We did give and grant unto 
© Richard Steele Eſq; now Sir Richard 
c Steele Knight, Mr. Robert Wilks, Mr. 
© Colley Cibber, Mr. Thomas Dogget, and 
Mr. Barton Booth, full Power, Li- 
cence and Authority, to form, con- 
« ſtitute and eſtabliſh a Company of 

> Comedians. 


Comedians. And having received 


11 
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tronage made me write him a Letter 


Information of great Misbehaviours 
committed by our Company of Co- 
medians, now acting at the Theatre 


in Drury-lane. Therefore, for refor- 


ming the Comedians, and for eſtab- 
liſhing the juſt and antient Authority 
of the Officers of our Houſhold, and 
more eſpecially of our Chamberlain : 


We have thought fit to revoke the 


above mentioned Licence. And we 
do farther, (as much as in us lies, and 
as by Law we may) revoke and make 


void all other Licences, Powers and 


Authorities whatſoever, and at any 
time heretofore given by us to the 
ſaid Sir Richard Steele, Robert Wilks, 
Colley Cibber, Thomas Dogget, and Bar- 


ton Booth, or to any of them ſeve- | 
V 


1 muſt here acknowledge, that the 
Senſe of the Chamberlain's former Pa- 


in the Theatre, much below the Juſtice 


of my Cauſe, and that Manhood which 
Right and Equity ought to have ſup- 
ported me in, againſt Injury and Oppreſ- 


127 775 


D 2 In 


hoy In che Aae of a Beechive, and 
its Owner, 1 e mylelf 
and Company deſtzoy'd-b | 
duc) which ſometir 
generous Natyzes. But i this was 
Pen da Shad was, L thall ſtudy no more 
9 * or Ho lies, to inform 
and prove to him the 

oh £99 - 85 s done me; but will ſeck 
Redrels by Application to the King in 
Council, or by due Courſe of Law, 
he Reader will obſerve, that the Or- 

der mentions Licences, Powers and Au- 
thorities, to t Perſons nam d therein, 
and then ohliquely aims at the Patentee 
4 the Words, or to any of them ſewerally, 
chen a Word of Grant or Patent, 


which was veſted only in Steele, and 
wou d not haye agreed well with the 
juft and gracious Words, as much as in 
18 lies, and as by 2 We may. 4 
Under this pd Diſguiſe, and by miſ- 
leading the King by the Words of Re- 
ſerve againſt t unlawful Moleſtation 
to be done me, the Lord- Chamberlain 
took upon him, e aſter, to 
ſend the following Order to the Mang- 
gers of the Play-houſe, with which they 
were intimidated, to forbear to act any 
longer under my Juiſdieion or pay me 
any 


(29) 
any Money for the future, in Cantempt 
of our former Contracts and Agreements. 


: Whereas Hzs Majeſty has thought ft | | 


by his Letters of Revocation, bearing Date 
the twenty third Day of January 1719, 
(for divers weighty Reaſons therein con- 
tain d) to 1 his Royal Licence. 3 
the effectual Prevention of am e 
Mersbehawiour, in Obed 205 to His Ma- 
jeſtys Commands, I do, by Vertue of my 

Office of Chamberlain of His Majeſty's 
Houſbold, hereby diſcharge you the ſaid 
Managers and Comedians at the ſaid 


Theatre in Drury-lane in Covent-Gar- 


on, oe farther Acting. Given under 
my Hand and Seal this 25th Day of 


January 1719. 
To the Gentlemen managing 


the Company of Comedians 
at the Theatre in Drury- lane 
in Covent-Garden, and to 
all the Comedians and Ac2 


tors there. 


The Loſs I have hereby ſuſtaim d, 1 
value as follows. 


Six 


re 


_ . 
Six hundred 4 Year, for) l. 5. d. 
Life, is moderately valu- 6000 00 o 
ed at 
The Three Years after 
my Life | 
Seel uh in the eee p 


The Profit of acting my ap 
"4 O0 oo 


1800 odo co 


——ů— 


own Plays a writ, 
or 14 may write — 


9800 o oo 


' "The git: itſelf is but a Shop to work 
in „and received nothing from the 
Crown. And if a Man ſhall hazard his 
All for the Publick, and expect no more 
but what his own Skill br Labour, in 
Conjunction with his Aſſigns, ſhall bring 
him, ſuch a one ſhould be the laſt Man 
that ought to ſuffer Moleſtation. If 1 
had been Laceman, Saddler, or Shoe- 
maker to the Crown by Patent, I could 
not have been diſpoſſeſs'd but by due 
Courſe of Law, and according to the 
Prices I ſhould have ſet upon my Goods: 
And ſhall the noble Ends and Purpoles, 
ſet forth in this Charter, be overlook d 
and ſuppreſs i in a ſummary Way, and 
no Redreſs? | 

But it is van the King is grofly 
and ſhameleſly injur'd againſt bis gra- 
cious Precaution in the Order by Sign 

Manual. 


Manual. The Chamberlain has done 


the ſame Favour to other Gentlemen, 


with regard to Parliament, which he 


has for me, and they have acted their 


own Way as well as I, and he has not 


yet enter d upon their Eſtates. 
1 never did one Act to provoke this 


Attempt; nor does the Chamberlain 
pretend to aſſign any direct Reaſon of 
| Forfeiture, but openly and wittingly, 
declares he will ruin Steele; which is, 


in a Man in his Circumſtances againſt 


one in mine, as great as the Humour 
of Malagene in the Comedy, who va- 


lued himſelf upon his Activity for trip- 
ping up Cripples. All this is done 
againſt a Man, to whom Whig, Tory, 


Roman-Catholick, Diſſenter, Native, 


and Foreigner, owe Zeal and Good- 
will for good Offices endeavour'd to- 
wards every one of them in their Civil 


Rights, and their kind Wiſhes to him 
are but a juſt Return. But what ought. 


to weigh moſt with his Lordſhip, the 
Chamberlain, is my | Zeal for his 
Maſter ; of which I ſhall at preſent ſay 
no more, than that his Lordſhip, and 
many others, may perhaps have done 
more for the Houſe of Hanover than I 


have; But I am the only Man in His 


Majeſty's Dominions who did all he could. 
1 IE ER 
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Sold by J. Roberts. 


| Letter to the Earl of O——4, con- 
cerning the Bill of Peerage. 
By Sir R—— 4 le. Price 6 d. 
The Spinſter: In Defence of the Wool- 
len Manufactures, Price 3 d. 
Next Week will be Palio, 

The Dying Speeches, and Behaviour 
of the ſeveral State-Priſoners that have 
been Executed for the laſt three hundred 
Years. With their ſeveral Characters 
from the beſt Hiſtorians; as Cambden, 
Spot ſcwood, Clarendon, Spratt, Burnett, &c. 
And a Table thewing how the re- 
ſpective Sentences were Executed, and 
which of them were Mitigated or' Par- 
don d. Being a proper Supplement to the 
State-Tryals. Printed for J. Brotherton 
and V. Meadows in Cornhill, F. Clay with- 
out Temple-Bar, C. Rivington i in St. Pauls 
1 and J. Graves in St. James s- 


Jul Publiſb d, in Sixx Volumes in 8 vo, 

Tryals for High-Treaſon, and other 
Crimes. With Proceedings on Bills of 
Attainder, and Impeachments. For three 
Hundred Years paſt. To which are pre- 
fix d, a Preface, giving an Account of the 
Nature and Uſefulneſs of the Work; and 
an Alphabetical Table of the reſpective 
3 try d, and the Points of Law de- 
bated an nd adjudg'd. By the ſame Hand 
that prepar'd: ng Folio Edition for the 
Preſs. Sold by D. Brown, G. Strahan, 
W. Mears, R. Ming and F. Clay. 


